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On Sept. 15, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) and the Popular Liberation Army
(EPL) released a total of 25 hostages, after reaching a truce agreement with President Virgilio
Barco's government. Of the total, 22 were soldiers and policemen taken prisoner on Aug. 24 during
a guerrilla attack on the Saiza garrison in Cordoba department. The other three are geologists,
employed by mining enterprises in the region. They were abducted by the rebels in an attempt to
obtain information on government plans for cooperation between the state mining company and
foreign firms for the exploitation of coal deposits. The geologists were released separately from the
security personnel. The soldiers and police were freed in an isolated area of Uraba, northwestern
Colombia. According to the agreement, the rebels would take the hostages to a location of their
choice, where they would be picked up by two helicopters, into the custody of an official from
the government's human rights procurator and another representing Barco's cabinet. In turn,
the military agreed to halt counterinsurgency operations in the area for 18 hours. The former
hostages were delivered unharmed. Earlier, the guerrillas had offered to turn the hostages over to
the recently formed National Reconciliation Commission or the International Red Cross. The offer
was rejected by the Colombian government. Since then, the government declared on numerous
occasions that it would not negotiate with the rebels. However, according to daily newspaper
El Tiempo, government officials and rebel leaders had been in contact for the past 15 days via
telephone and shortwave radio. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 09/15/88; AP, 09/16/88)
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